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Avtandil Jorbenadze was born on 31 October 1950
in Lanchkhuti. In 1974, he graduated from the Faculty of
General Medicine of the Thilisi State Medical Institute, after
which he worked as a practicing physician at Thilisi Polyclin-
ic No. 29, in a military unit, and at the First Clinical Hospital
of Thilisi. From 1982 to 1986, he served as Deputy Chief
Physician for Clinical Affairs at the First Clinical Hospital of
Thilisi. Between 1986 and 1991, he was First Deputy Head
of the Health Protection Department of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Thilisi City Council of People’s Deputies, and
from 1991 to 1992, he headed that same department. In
1992-1993, he served as Deputy Minister of Health of the
Republic of Georgia and, during that same period — the
time of the Abkhazian conflict — led the military medical
service of the front. From 1993 to 2001, he served first as
Minister of Health and subsequently as Minister of Labor,
Health, and Social Affairs of Georgia. In 2001-2003, he
served as Georgia's State Minister. From 2011 until his
death, he served as Chairman of the Supervisory Board of
the Acad. G. Chapidze Emergency Cardiology Center.

Mr. Avtandil dedicated his life to helping others. He is
fully committed to his work. He deeply respected his senior
colleagues and supported younger ones. In hard times, he
stood by others. In good times, he shared warmth and humor.

Mr. Avtandil had strong organizational skills, which
were vital during the Abkhazian conflict. He organized the
military medical service that saved many wounded soldiers.
Always seeking solutions, he organized a major 1992 con-
ference on military field surgery in Sukhumi. There, Geor-
gian and Abkhazian surgeons discussed wound infections
and antibiotic shortages. Bacteriophage preparations, de-
veloped by Academician Tamaz Kereselidze and Professor
Guram Gvasalia, addressed this challenge.

Mr. Avtandil introduced ,medical diplomacy” to deliv-
er medical care to all ethnic groups in Abkhazia and South
Ossetia after the conflict.

Mr. Avtandil helped save and rebuild Georgia’s
healthcare system. Through his reforms and necessary but
difficult decisions, he earned wide recognition. He shaped
healthcare legislation, introduced new financing methods,
established public health services, and reformed medical
education, science funding, pharmaceutical policy, and
medical information services.
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IN MEMORIAM

AVTANDIL
JORBENADZE

Time passes quickly. Over a year has passed since the
Georgian medical community lost Mr. Avtandil Jorbenadze,
a respected physician and public figure.

Despite the country’s severe economic problems, Mr.
Avtandil helped introduce high-tech medical methods in
Georgia. He focused on cardiac surgery. On 16 Septem-
ber 1996, Georgia opened a Pediatric Cardiac Surgery
Center at the Second Children’s Hospital, with local sup-
port and equipment and training from Global Healing. The
center was named after Jo Ann McGowan.

From 1997, cardiac surgery departments were estab-
lished at two institutions of the Georgian Ministry of Health:
the Emergency Cardiology Center (Director: Academician
Gulnara Chapidze) and the Acad. Konstantin Eristavi Insti-
tute of Experimental and Clinical Surgery (Director: Pro-
fessor Baadur Mosidze). Both benefited from international
partners’ assistance. These included the ,Herz-Zentrum Bad
Krozingen” in Germany (Director: Prof. Dr. Helmut Roskamm),
the Hépital de la Tour in Geneva, Switzerland (Head of the
Department of Cardiac Surgery: Prof. Vladimir Velebit, MD),
and the Cardiac Surgery Clinic of the Silesian Academy of
Medicine in Poland (Director: Prof. Zbigniew Religa).

Operating cardiac surgery centers required major
funding, which was difficult to obtain. Mr. Avtandil con-
vinced the government and parliament to fund the State
Program for Pediatric Cardiac Surgery in 1997.1n 1998,
funding expanded to cover surgical treatment of isch-
aemic heart disease and organ transplantation. By 1998,
Georgia began kidney transplantation.

Mr. Avtandil’s tireless work and strong energy led to
his success. He used analytical skills and provided guid-
ance to inform decisions. He built effective relationships
with politicians and international leaders, which brought
important assistance to Georgia’s healthcare system.

Mr. Avtandil strongly supported the spread of med-
ical science and technology in Georgia. As Minister, he
developed fields like endoscopic surgery, interventional
medicine, endovascular surgery, joint replacement, and
lithotripsy. He believed Georgians deserved high-quality
care and worked hard to provide it.

The memory of Avtandil Jorbenadze—physician,
statesman, and public servant—remains with everyone
who knew and worked with him.

Gr. Mukhadze Georgian Association of Surgeons
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